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Meeting information: 

Meetings are at the Delta 

Planetarium, Bay City. The 

meetings will usually be on 

the 2nd Friday of each 

month at 7:00 PM. Watch 

the newsletter for changes 

in dates  and times. Mem-

bership is not required to 

participate in meetings 

and activities. See Last 

Page for this month’s 

meeting site. 

 

Membership  

Information: 

Our club has switched to 

e-mailing our newslet-

ters.  For those wishing to 

receive a hard copy 

mailed an additional dues 

of $10.00 per year is re-

quired.  

Membership Rates: 

5$ per Year (Individual) 

10$ per Year (Family) 

Treasurer’s address for 

renewals and subscrip-

tions:  

Lynn Dumbrille 
6184 Stansbury Lane 
Saginaw, MI 48603 
 

 

August 2016 

Presidents Corner 
Greetings, Sunset Astronomers! Finally, we have had a few clear nights around New Moon, and our 
club once again went out stargazing at Shiawassee National Wildlife refuge. Thanks to Lionel Grant, 

the park's Visitor Services Manager, we were able to set up our telescopes on the Ferguson Bayou 

Trail parking lot, with excellent visibility all the way to the horizon. There were fewer visitors than last 

year, though. In August 2015, the Saginaw News published two articles on the Shiawassee stargazing 
event, which greatly helped to boost attendance. Perhaps this might be a good time to start a discus-

sion on how to increase the visibility of our club. 

Next month we will elect new club officers and directors. After two years as president, I will not seek 

re-election, as I need 

more time for my fam-
ily and my busy day 

job. However, I would 

be happy to remain on 

the board as one of the 
club's directors, if 

elected. 

Finally, don't forget the 

Perseid meteor shower 

which will peak around 
August 12-14. We saw 

quite a few early 

Perseids last Friday. 

Clear skies, 

Axel Mellinger 

SAS President 

Garry and Mike setting 

up the 11ò club scope at 

Shiawassee NRW. Photo 

Axel Mellinger 

 

 

 

Moon and Jupiter set-

ting at Shiawassee NWR 

on August 5. Camera: 

Canon T2i with Canon 

EF 70-300/f4-5.6L lens. 

Photo: Axel Mellinger 
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Aug 7 Dusk: The Moon can be found  

between Spica and Gamma Virginis.  

Aug 10: First Quarter Moon 

Aug 11 Dawn:  On the southeast hori-

zon about 20 min before sunrise Sirius 

can be seen. 

Aug 11-12 Late to Dawn:  Watch out for 

the Perseid meteor shower peaking on 

the morning of Aug, 12th.  Early morning 

viewing is most optimal.  

Aug 18: Full Moon 

Aug 23, 24 Evening: Mars forms a 6 deg 

line with Antares below and Saturn 

above. 

Aug 24: Last Quarter Moon 

Aug 27 Dusk: Jupiter and Venus appear 

very close together 45 min after sunset 

in the west. 

Sep 1: New Moon 

Sep 4 Dusk: Waxing crescent Moon 

about 5 deg to the right of Spica in the 

low west.  

Sep 8 Evening: Moon can be found 3-4 

deg above Saturn with brighter Mars 

about 9 deg left of Saturn and Antares 6 

deg below. 

Sep 9: First Quarter Moon 

Sep 16: Full Moon 

Whatõs up in the Sky SAS Meeting 

Start:   7:00 PM  

Friday,  August 12th 2016 

Delta College Planetarium, 

Bay City 

This issue can be accessed in color on the website 
of the SAS!!! 

Elected Officers for the SAS: 
President - Axel Mellinger    Axel.mellinger@cmich.edu             

Vice President / Activities - Rich Jankowski  drjankow@hotmail.com         

Secretary - Sue Nearing    bookwoman72@yahoo.com  

Treasurer - Lynn Dumbrille    lhdbit@gmail.com  

Directors -  
 
Bill Albe      billalbe@gmail.com  
 
Tim Ross     tjrastronomy@hotmail.com  
 
Ed Sederlund     sederlund@sbcglobal.net  
 
Steve VanTol (Webmaster)    StevenV106@aol.com  
 
Garry Beckstrom (Program Advisor)       garry@beckstromobservatory.com                 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sep 22: Autumn begins  

Sep 23 Night: Algol at minimum 

brightness at a magnitude of 3.4 in-

stead of its usual 2.1 for about 2 hours 

centers at 11:10 EDT.  

Sep 23: Last Quarter Moon 

Sep 27 Morning:  The waning crescent 

Moon can be found about 6 deg to the 

upper right of Regulus.   

Sep 28 Dawn: At very dark location 

the zodiacal light is visible in the east 

before sunrise for the next two weeks. 

It manifest itself as a tall broad pyramid 

of light rising through Leo, Cancer and 

Gemini. 

Sep 29 Dawn: Try to find the thin 

crescent Moon 40 min before sunrise 

less than 2 deg below Mercury. Bin-

oculars needed! 

Sep 30: New Moon 

Newsletter Editor - Martin Grasmann      

martin.grasmann@sbcglobal.net  

 

The 2016 14 th Annual Great 

Lakes Star Gaze Star Party 

will be held September 29 

through October 2, 2016.  

at the River Valley RV Park in 

Gladwin, MI.  

Registration is now open!  
http://www.greatlakesstargaze.com 

AGENDA: 

1. Meeting Call to Order 

2. Introduction of Guests 

3. Treasurer's Report 

4. Questions and Answers 
Ask your astronomy-related ques-

tions! 

5. Club News                                   

o Summer observing events 

o Future presentations 

Break 

6. Care, Maintenance and Colli-

mation of Telescopes (Garry 

Beckstrom, Pisha Williams)  

7. Adjournment 

 

 

http://www.rivervalleyrv.com/

